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Using You! Bethe Judge™ in the ESL Classroom

by Dorothy Laufer

How do you capture the interest of students in your ESL
class? How do you get them to sit up and listen to the
teacher and to each other? How do you motivate them to
speak? Simple: you ask them to discuss real problems
from the real world. I tried it and was amazed to see how
my students sat up and listened and had plenty to say.
Their interest was genuine!

Where can you find real-world problems? On the website:
www.playyoubethejudge.com. When you get onto the
website, go to CLASSROOM, where you will have a choice
of legal cases in the form of a video, newspaper article, a
comic strip and an audio tape. This exciting website is cur-
rently being developed. Your interest and use of it will help
it grow.

The diagram below shows the steps I used in my classroom when working with the material on the web.
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Videos are a new addition to this program. To utilize them,
you’d need a computer and a large screen. When I started
using this material, videos were not available. I have used
several of the scripts and I have experimented by present-
ing them in a variety of different ways, such as:

a) having the students listen to the audio: a bit too fast

for second language students

b) reading the newspaper article to my students while

they followed it: this was easier for them to understand

c) giving them the comic strip to read: an effective, quick

and easy way for them to get the facts

d) presenting it to them in the form of a Power Point pre-

sentation: effective but time consuming for me

e) acting it out for the students with the help of some other

teachers: hard to say who had more fun, the students or

the teachers. After we acted it out they read the article

and we discussed it.

using the everyday expressions that we came across in the
text. It seemed natural to explore and discuss them. After
using the comic strip “It’s a Hit” (about baseball) I listed the
following expressions, directly from the text, on the black-
board: “It’s headed for...”; “What a perfect day for a....”; “You
can feel the excitement...”;” “He looks hungry for...” 1
explained these expressions and gave some examples of
possible uses in various contexts. I then divided the class
into groups. Each group prepared a dialogue using one of
the expressions and acted it out for us. What fun!

Another follow-up activity that we did was to bring in a
new script, understand and discuss it and listen to the
judge’s verdict. Then the students prepared the scenes and
acted them out for other groups. This was a lot of fun for
all. Another possibility might be for students to create a
video or a comic strip from one of the scripts. Finally, prob-
lems lend themselves to opportunity to discuss conflict res-

Although some of the methods I used made it easier for
them to understand the problem, there is no question that
in ALL cases, motivation for listening and speaking was
very high. Every time I used it, regardless of how it was
presented to my students, I was struck by their genuine
interest in speaking and listening to each other. This is
something I don’t see all the time. But with the real life
problem to discuss, their eagerness to participate was
strong. It’s easy to see why: real life problems are some-
thing they can identify with, and there is no right or wrong
answer—everyone’s opinion is important. This is rarely the
case when using textbook material.

I also found that the material lent itself to some interesting
possibilities for follow-up activities. One of them involved

Teachers give their all in demonstrating the
intricacies of baseball to a class of Czech
students learning English as their second

&
= foreign language.
3 | Left to right: Language tutor Julio Laufer,
SPECTATOR You! Be the Judge developer Claire
y B Bernstein, author and enthusiastic fan
- Dorothy Laufer.

The strategies developed for teaching ESL
are often useful for students with
communication disorders. It is no coinci -
dence that the author has an extensive
background in technology use for students
with special needs.

olution. How do the students see possibilities for solving
the problem in other ways?

I have created the above diagram with a piece of software
called “Inspiration” www.strategictransitions.com . This
website has a free trial download. I find this software has
many interesting educational possibilities and hope to
work with it in the future.

Dorothy Laufer is a computer specialist, advocate, and consultant,
with emphasis on resources for individuals with disabilities. She has
taught in the Montreal Public Schools, at McGill University, and
has just completed her 6th term teaching English as a second foreign
language in the Czech Republic. She can be reached at home or

away at d.laufer@netaxis.ca



